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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT POLICY
REGIONAL PLANNING AFFILIATION 8
REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 8

Public participation in the regional transportation process foR#gional Planning Affiliation §RPA § and
Regional Transit Authority 8 (RTA 8k guided by this Public Involvement Plan (PIP). The plan outlines
recommended methods to engage the public during the transportation planning & decision making process
informs members of the public how they can be involved.

Public participation is an integral part of the transportation process. The information and perspectives provic
through public participation assist decisimrakers and lead to a more meaningful and comprehensive planning
process. Good public participation techniques allow planners to identify issues and understand aspects of 1
transportation system that may be missed when considering a project from a purely technical or political point
view. Effective transportation planningust include the partipation of those whose everyday lives are affected
by how they are able to get to work, home, school, stores, and services.

I.  Purpose

RPA 8/RTA 8Public Involvement Policy (PIRyas developed due to a need for proactive citizen involvement in
theLong Range Transportation Plan (LRTR)onsolidated Fundindpplications, Route and fare changewd
all other planning transitactivities conducted bRPA 8RTA 8.

This processis also beingusedtosas®ygi onal Tr a3estiont53 1 Aandt538Program pf projects
requirement, all other Federal Transit Authority (FTA) funding programd Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) flex funding programs.

The public involvement process will provide the following:

1 Completeand accurate information to the public

1 Timely notices of public hearings

1 Complete access to all key decisions made at public hearings
1 Continuing involvement of the public

This PIP is developed in hopes that it will promote and encourage citizen involvement in the decision maki
process. It is the obligation and responsibilityRBFA §RTA 8to provide information and consider public input

in decision making as prescribed by @& 5Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act (FAST Aantd the
current Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (lIJA)

In worst case scenarios, public participation does not occur until after the community becomes aware of
unpopular policy decision. In such a case citizen involvement mobilized to overturn or amend a decision that |
already been made. Late citizen itwement prolongs the planning process and ultimately costs more in terms of
resources and staff time. Public involvementthe decision making process at an early stage makes such
occurrences minimal or negxistent.

[I.  Guidelines for Public Participation

In keeping with the spirit of public involvement and participatiB®A §RTA 8 will follow a systematic
approach that will allow the public to become involvedthe transportationplanning processRPA 8 will
consistently adhere to established guidelines as a means of heightening public involVemeantludes the
Title VI population, persons with a disability, the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) population, the
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Environmental Justice (EJlow incomeor high minority) zone populationand other traditionally underserved
groups.

Utilizing various techniques to solicit public involvement has proven to be the most effective means by which
attract citizen involvement. THRPA 8 Area isa diverse area with distingeographical, socioeconomic, and
cultural areas that it takes more than just one technique to capture the attention of &fzZer&remains
committed to using a variety of resources to reach out to the public and attempt to engender public participati

RPA 8is committed to the concept of public participation and will work hard to ensure that the aipsan
active role in transportation plannirighe hope ishat public participation will reduce unfavorable public opinions
of transportation projects by incorporating public sentiment into the planning process.

Title VI Program Manual

TheRPA&® s Ti t | e Manual fatep thRPA 8complies with all civil rights laws and ensathat no
person willd on the grounds of race, religion, age, gender, disability, national origin, or economi@status
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination ungétAasy
program or activity.

The RPA 8 promotes the full and fair participation of all affected populations in the transportation decisior
making process. AnYRPA 8 information, educational materials, and transportation planning participation
opportunities will be equally accessible to all people covered by Title VI. The Title VI Program Manual include
a complaint form and process for use by anyone who believebdlreybeen discriminated against in RfeA 8
operations. All Title VI complaints will be reviewed by tR&A 8 Policy Baard and used bRRPA 8 staff to
i mprove the regionds transportation planning pro

Persons with aDisability

No one should be excluded from participating in the transportation planning process. To ensgeitimeand
setup of public meetings do not exclude people from participating, public meetings sbdwéltl in locations
accessible by transit and in buildings compliant with the AmericansDistbilities Act (ADA).

Population Older Than 65

According to the AARPO6s Public Policy Institute,
dri ve. 0 itdnhelpdlder pdoplesg meetingocation. Howeverit is advised to have public meetings
closer tolocations with population older than 65 to get active participatiothe RPA 8area, theensus tracts
with thehighestproportionof the population age@5 and older are found theareas in and around the cities of
Clinton, Maquoketa, and ManchestefFigurel is a map bthe 65and oldemopulation in theRPA 8area by
census tract.
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Figure 1 Percent Population 65 and Older in tR&A 8Area.
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Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Population

According to FTA Circular C 4702.18B, ALIi mi ted En
English is not their primary language and who have a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand Engli

Figure 2shows the distribution of the LEP population in BRi@A 8area. RPA 8does not have a defined LEP
popul ation above the Department of Justicebs Saf
Harbor threshold as 1,000 persons OR 5% of the total population for a particular language, whichever is le
requring vital document translation. The highest concentration of LEP people RPAe8 area isfound in
Jackson County Census Tract 9502 where approximately dfzhe populatin 5 years and olddives in a
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limited English speaking householM/hile the percentage is below the thresh&BA 8will make reasonable
attempts to provide translations when reque§tbd.RPA 8 uselsEP services from Loras collage when requested
by public.

Figure 2 Percent of Population Age 5 Years and Older in Limited English Speaking Households
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Environmental Justice Population

Environmental Justice (EJ) is a federal term that was created in 1994 when President Clinton signed Execu
Order 12898. EJ involves the need to ensure thatinomme and minority population groups are not
disproportionately affected by the transpad@at planning process. Historically, such groups are under
represented in the planning process and EJ is designed to ensure that the public involvement process makes
attempt to solicit their input.
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RPA 8is committed to ensuring that lesvcome and minority population groups, as well as all citizens in the
Regional PlanningArea, have sufficient access to the transportation planning process and are given eve
opportunity to voice their opinions RIPA 8meetings.

RPA 8staff will continue to use US Census Block Group Data and GIS technology to identify concentrations
minority and lowincome populations in thePA 8area. This information will continue to be used to determine

if proposed transportation projects will adversely affect these populations. Staff will make additional efforts 1
engage minority and loswncome residents in public participation.

Figure 3maps median household incomued Fgure 4 providesnformationon race and ethnicityit is aRPA 8
priority to communicate with these traditionally underrepresented and underserved groumg®igaiate them
into the planning process.

Figure 3: Median Hbuseholdncomein the Past 12 Months
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